POST-16 COLLEGES IN WAKEFIELD DISTRICT
A Parent Guide to SEND Support
For young people with additional needs, SEND support or an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)
Choosing a post-16 setting is about finding the right match between the young person’s needs, the course, the support available and their longer-term goals. Support varies by course and individual need, so contact providers directly and arrange a visit, taster session or transition meeting.
1. Wakefield College
Location: Wakefield town centre
Post-16 route: Further education, vocational courses, academic study and Foundation Learning.
SEND support: The Heart of Yorkshire Education Group says its Additional Learning Support team can provide support and learning resources for students with additional learning needs, and specialist equipment for some physical, visual or hearing impairments. Foundation Learning offers personalised, highly supported pathways for learners with SEND, with a focus on independence, communication, practical skills, community participation and progression towards further study, work or independent living.
Could suit: Young people seeking a college setting, including learners who may benefit from a more supported Foundation Learning pathway.
Contact: General enquiries 01924 789789 | Course information 01924 789111 | info@heartofyorkshire.ac.uk
Website: https://www.heartofyorkshire.ac.uk/courses/school-leavers/wakefield-college/foundation-learning
2. Castleford College
Location: Castleford
Post-16 route: Further education, vocational courses and specialist Foundation Learning.
SEND support: The college’s Foundation Learning provision describes highly supported, personalised pathways for learners with SEND. Learning can include vocational tasters, English and maths, communication, independence, healthy and safe choices, community activities and preparation for adulthood. Progression may include further education, supported internships, volunteering, employment or independent living.
Could suit: Young people who want vocational learning in a structured, personalised setting with a focus on confidence and next steps.
Contact: 01924 789789 | Course information 01924 789111 | info@heartofyorkshire.ac.uk
Website: https://www.heartofyorkshire.ac.uk/courses/school-leavers/castleford-college/foundation-learning
3. New College Pontefract
Location: Pontefract
Post-16 route: Sixth-form college.
SEND support: Wakefield’s SEND Local Offer lists New College Pontefract among the district’s post-16 options. Contact the college to discuss the learner’s individual needs, available learning support, reasonable adjustments, transition arrangements and how support would work on the intended course. Specific provision should be confirmed directly with the college.
Could suit: Young people aiming for an academic sixth-form route who can access the setting with appropriate support.
Website: https://www.npc.ac.uk/
4. Minsthorpe Community College – Sixth Form
Location: South Elmsall
Post-16 route: School sixth form.
SEND support: Wakefield’s SEND Local Offer lists Minsthorpe Community College among local post-16 options. Families should speak to the sixth-form and SEND teams to confirm the support available for the chosen programme, reasonable adjustments, transition visits and how needs will be reviewed.
Could suit: Young people who prefer to continue in a school sixth-form environment and are considering an academic route.
Website: https://www.minsthorpe.cc/
5. Other supported pathways and preparing for adulthood
Foundation Learning at Wakefield or Castleford College: Personalised pathways for learners with SEND can build practical skills, communication, confidence and independence, with routes towards further learning, volunteering, work or independent living. Ask the college which course and level best match the young person’s current skills and EHCP outcomes.
Wakefield Preparing for Adulthood Team: The team can help young people with an EHCP plan next steps. Its 5 Day Offer may help some post-16 learners who attend education on a reduced timetable to access additional community activities, volunteering or work experience. Support is tailored and eligibility should be checked with the team.
Contact: sendpfa@wakefield.gov.uk
Local information: https://wakefield.mylocaloffer.org/preparing-for-adulthood/education-after-you-are-16/
Questions to ask when visiting a college
What support will my young person receive day to day, and who will provide it?
How will the college meet the outcomes and specified provision in the EHCP, where there is one?
What transition support is available before starting?
Can my young person have a taster day, extra visits or a quieter visit?
How large are classes, and how busy or noisy is the environment?
Is there a quiet or low-arousal space if the young person becomes overwhelmed?
What support is available for anxiety, communication, organisation, emotional regulation or sensory needs?
What independent-living and preparation-for-adulthood opportunities are built into the programme?
What vocational learning, work experience and employability opportunities are available?
How are English and Maths/Functional Skills delivered after GCSEs?
What happens if the young person needs more support after starting?
What travel training or transport support is available?
EHCP and post-16 support
Wakefield’s SEND Local Offer explains that most young people with SEND continue into a college or school sixth form, whether they receive SEN Support or have an EHCP. Providers should consider reasonable adjustments and support the young person to participate in decisions about their aspirations and needs. If the young person has an EHCP, discuss post-16 options at the annual review; the local authority will consult the setting to consider whether it can meet the needs and provision set out in the plan.
Independent information and advice
Wakefield SENDIASS (Family Action): Provides impartial information and advice to young people and families about SEND, education, EHCPs, reasonable adjustments, annual reviews, mediation and appeals.
Telephone: 01924 965588 (leave a message)
Email: wakefieldsendiass@family-action.org.uk
Website: https://wakefield.mylocaloffer.org/wakefield-sendiass/contact-us-making-a-referral/contact-us-and-making-a-referral/
Wakefield SEND Local Offer: https://wakefield.mylocaloffer.org/
Wakefield Parent Carer Forum: info@wakefieldparentcarers.co.uk
	Important: College courses, entry requirements, staffing and support arrangements can change. The information in this leaflet is a starting point, not a guarantee of a particular placement or support package. Always confirm the current offer directly with the provider and discuss how the provision will meet the young person’s individual needs and EHCP.
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