Post-16 Colleges in Leeds
A Parent Guide to SEND Support
For young people with additional needs, SEND support or an EHCP
Choosing a college is about finding the right match between the young person’s needs, the course, the level of support available and their longer-term goals. Support varies by course, campus and individual need, so families should contact the college and arrange a visit before making a decision.
1. Leeds City College
Leeds City College
Age/route: 16–24 for the specialist post-16 offers; wider FE provision also available
Type: Large further education college with specialist SEND/high-needs provision
SEND support: SEND support is provided through a three-wave model. Depending on assessed need/EHCP, this can include transition visits, personalised timetables, meet-and-greet, in/out-of-class support, learning support assistants, assistive technology, quiet/safe Oasis rooms, independent-living support and additional interventions. Support is individualised.
Could suit: Young people who want a mainstream college environment but need additional support, as well as learners who may need a more specialist programme.
Contact: SEND Team: SENDteam@leedscitycollege.ac.uk  | 0113 386 1997
Website: https://leedscitycollege.ac.uk/student-life/send/ 
2. Leeds College of Building
Leeds College of Building
Age/route: 16–24 for the supported Step Into Construction route
Type: Specialist construction college
SEND support: The supported Step Into Construction course is for students with SEND and an EHCP. It has reduced class sizes, a small dedicated staff team and a personalised programme. The timetable can start shorter and increase as the learner develops confidence and readiness.
Could suit: Young people interested in construction who need a supported transition into college and may want to progress towards further study, employment and independence.
Contact: 0113 222 6000 | supportreferral@lcb.ac.uk 
Website: https://www.lcb.ac.uk/courses/bridge-builder-programme/ 
3. Notre Dame Catholic Sixth Form College
Notre Dame Catholic Sixth Form College
Age/route: Post-16 sixth-form route
Type: Sixth form college
SEND support: A specialist Learning Support Department provides support such as one-to-one or small-group support, in-class study support, exam access arrangements, a quiet study support area, assistive technology and study-skills support. Reasonable adjustments are made according to individual need.
Could suit: Young people whose main goal is academic sixth-form study and who can manage a larger sixth-form environment with appropriate support.
Contact: Learning Support: learningsupport@ndonline.ac.uk 
Website: https://www.notredamecoll.ac.uk/support/learning-support 
4. Specialist / more personalised post-16 options
West Oaks – Moving On
Age/route: 16–19
Type: Specialist post-16 provision
SEND support: The Moving On curriculum is designed to support transition to college and adult life, with emphasis on independent living, personal and social development, key skills and applied/vocational learning.
Could suit: Young people who need a specialist environment and whose outcomes include independence, life skills and vocational learning.
Contact: 0113 323 5871 / 01937 844 772 | info@westoaksschool.co.uk 
Website: https://westoaksschool.co.uk/ 
West SILC – Powerhouse Life Changing
Age/route: 16–19
Type: Specialist post-16 provision
SEND support: Designed to prepare young people for adulthood and independence, with access to the community and employers and a focus on Functional Skills and independent learning.
Could suit: Young people who need a specialist setting and a strong preparation-for-adulthood focus.
Contact: 0113 340 8110 | plcpathway@westsilc.org 
Website: https://www.westsilc.co.uk/ 
Future Horizons Leeds
Age/route: 19–24
Type: Specialist post-19 college
SEND support: For young people with an EHCP. Programmes use a non-accredited RARPA approach and focus on communication, independent living, relationships, health, Functional Skills and employability/occupation.
Could suit: Young adults who need a specialist post-19 pathway and continued development of independence and employability.
Contact: 0113 274 7894 | info@futurehorizonsleeds.co.uk 
Website: https://www.futurehorizonsleeds.co.uk/ 
Lighthouse Futures Trust
Age/route: 16–25
Type: Specialist college / employability provision
SEND support: Bespoke pathways are designed to prepare young people for independent life and the world of work, including Supported Internships and Pre-Internships.
Could suit: Young people whose longer-term goals include employment, work experience and developing confidence and independence.
Contact: 0113 340 7698 | info@lighthousefuturestrust.org.uk
Website: https://lighthousefuturestrust.org.uk/ 
Nacro Leeds
Age/route: 16–18
Type: Small-group education and training
SEND support: Offers Construction, Life Skills and Motor Vehicle Maintenance. Small class sizes and a focus on work preparation are part of the provision.
Could suit: Young people who may benefit from smaller classes, practical learning and a strong focus on life/work skills.
Contact: 0113 239 2674 | studyleeds@nacro.org.uk
Website: https://www.nacro.org.uk/ 
Swarthmore Education Centre
Age/route: 16–25 for its Study Programme
Type: Community / lifelong learning setting
SEND support: The Study Programme is for young people with additional support needs and an EHCP, with individualised and flexible learning plans.
Could suit: Young people who need a flexible, personalised learning route.
Contact: 0113 243 3210
Website: https://www.swarthmore.org.uk/ 
What should parents ask when visiting a college?
What support will be available every day, and who will provide it?
How will the college meet the outcomes in my young person’s EHCP?
What transition support is available before starting?
Can my young person have several visits or a taster session?
How large are the classes and how busy is the campus?
What quiet or low-arousal spaces are available if they become overwhelmed?
What support is available for anxiety, communication, organisation or emotional regulation?
What independent-living and preparation-for-adulthood opportunities are built into the programme?
What work experience, vocational learning or employability support is available?
How are English and Maths/Functional Skills delivered after GCSEs?
What happens if the young person needs more support than originally expected?
What transport options are available and can the college support travel training?
A useful reminder about EHCPs
If a young person has an EHCP, the college should be given the opportunity to consider the plan and discuss how it can meet the specified provision. The level and type of support should be discussed with the college and the local authority as part of the post-16 transition process. Leeds SENDIASS provides independent information and advice for families.
Leeds SENDIASS: sendiass.leeds.gov.uk | 0113 378 5020
Where to start
Leeds SENDIASS maintains a current Post-16 Options page for young people with EHCPs. It includes specialist provisions and colleges across Leeds and advises families to contact providers directly because individual offers can change.
Current Leeds SENDIASS Post-16 Options: https://sendiass.leeds.gov.uk/parents-and-carers/support-for-my-child-at-school/specialist-educational-provisions/post-16-options
Parent information leaflet • Leeds post-16 SEND options • Check current provision directly with each college
